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YEAR 7 STUDENTS — SECONDARY SCHOOL 

98. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Education: 

I have a supplementary question. In September 2009 the minister said she wanted a public debate on this issue. 
When can the state expect this matter to be considered by cabinet and when can the state expect a decision to be 
made? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I think it has been very important to take the time that we have taken. It is a really important issue for us to look 
at. It is important to see our place within all education systems in Australia. At the moment Queensland, South 
Australia and Western Australia have year 7s in primary schools; the other jurisdictions —  

Several members interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: There has been a very good debate. It has been really good that schools, parents and 
others have been engaged in that debate. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Minister, they have not been engaged—you started a review, and that is open-ended. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: They have been engaged because I have received hundreds of letters about it. Every time 
I go to schools I talk to them about this issue. I have gathered data. We needed to wait until —  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Will something happen this year?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Just a moment! Shoosh; you might learn something!  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You have had two years to say “just a moment”. Is something going to happen? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The member’s recent comments about education show he has a lot to learn. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I formally call you to order for the second time today. Member for 
Victoria Park, I gave you the opportunity to ask a supplementary question. I expected you would listen to the 
minister’s answer. It might not be the answer you want to get.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It certainly is not, Mr Speaker.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It was essential that we wait until we found out — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Wait and wait and wait!  

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I formally call you to order for the first time.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It was essential that we waited until 8 December until we had the final draft of the first 
four areas of national curriculum so we could see whether it was —  

Mr A.J. Waddell: New South Wales is doing it in year 7; why do we have to wait? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Queensland made a decision! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Before the budget, minister—yes or no?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I formally call you to order for the second time today. Member for 
Forrestfield, I call you to order for the first time. Members, that concludes question time.   
 


